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On 


He 


looking tor the troops but did not find them, [because they had gone 
their way]. A disciple of his did the same thing, and his hand withered, 
but the troops went their way. “A disciple of his disciple did the same 
thing. His hand did not whither. but they also did not go their way. 


XXXI. YERUSHALM TAANnitT 3:9 


ACCOUNT OF EVERY SORT OF PUBLIC TROUBLE — MAY IT NOT HAPPEN — DO 
THEY SOUND THE SHOFAR, EXCEPT FOR AN EXCESS OF RAIN. M’SH S: Tuey 
SAID TO HONI. THE CIRCLE DRAWER, PRAY FOR RAIN.” HE SAID TO THEM. 
Go AND TAKE IN THE CLAY OVENS USED FOR PASSOVER, SO THAT THEY NOT 
SOFTEN [IN THE RAIN WHICH IS COMING ].”’ 


I:1: R. Jonah, Simeon bar Ba in the name of R. Yohanan [with 
reference to Mal. 3:10: “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse... 
And try Me now herewith, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open for 
you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing that there 
shall be more than sufficiency,” on the meaning of the final words of 
the verse,] “A matter for which it is impossible for you m say, 
‘Enough,’— that is a blessing. [If, however, you can say, ‘Enough,’ 
that is no real blessing.]” 


SAID TO THEM, “Go AND TAKE IN THE CLAY OVENS USED FOR Passover, sO 
THAT THEY NOT SOFTEN [iN THE RAIN WHICH IS COMING: 


II:1: That is to say, it was the eve of Passover. But that is stated 
explicitly by the Tannaite rule: on the twentieth day [of Adar] the 
people fasted for rain and it rained for them. 


PRAYED, BUT IT DID NOT RAIN. WHAT DID HE DO? HE DREW A CIRCLE AND 
STOOD IN THE MIDDLE OF IT AND SAID BEFORE Him, ‘Lorn oF THE worLp! 
YOUR CHILDREN HAVE TURNED TO ME, FOR BEFORE YOU, I AM LIKE A 
MEMBER OF THE FAMILY. I SWEAR BY YOUR GREAT NAME — I’M SIMPLY NOT 
MOVING FROM HERE UNTIL YOU TAKE PITY ON YOUR CHILDREN!” 


III:1: [Why did the rain not come properly?] Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, 
“Because he did not come before God with humility.” 


HI:2: Said R. Yudan Giria, “This is Honi the circle drawer [of M. 3:9], 
the grandson of Honi the circle drawer. Near the time of the 
destruction of the Temple, he went out to a mountain to his workers. 
Before he got there, it rained. He went into a cave. Once he sat down 
there, he became tired and fell asleep. “He remained sound asleep for 
seventy years, until the Temple was destroyed and it was rebuilt a 


